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U.S,  LIVESTOCK 
TRAIE  UP  IN  1959 

Exports . — U.S.  exports  of  livestock  rose  substsmtially  in  1959.  Cattle 
exports — up  25,000  head — and.  hog  exports — up  11,800  head — showed  the  largest 
increases , 


TABLE  1.— LIVESTOCK:    U.S.  exports,  average  I95I-55, 

and  annual  1955-59 


•  Average  •  •  ^  •  •  ^  •  iqsq 

Classification  :  1951-55  =    ^955  :    1956  :    1957  :    1958  : 

Cattle:  :  Head  :    Head  :    Head  :    Head  :    Head  :  Head 

Breeding  cattle:  : 

Dairy   :  (2/)         (2/)         (2/)         (2/)       6,131  ^,^19 

Other   :  (2/)         (2/)         (2/)         (2/)     17,773  12,468 

Total  breeding  : 

cattle   :  13,216     2U,505     2^^,239     37,029     23,90^^  18,9^7 


Other  cattle   :  k,Qlk  10,396  12,621       6,916  1,678  31,782 

Total  cattle   :  18,030  35,901  36,860  ^^3,9^5  25,582  50,729 

Hogs   :  1,871  4,378  10,255       3,907  907  12,722 

Sheep   :  15,797  26,113  6o,4lo  36,029  17,487  21,912 

Horses  and  other  : 

equines   :  8,6lU  2,442  2,457       1,856  1,229  1,698 


1/  Preliminary.    2/  Not  sejarately  reported. 


TABIE  2.— CATTI£:    U.S.  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
average  1951-55,  and.  annual  1955-59 


Country 
of  destination 


Average 
1951-55 


1955 


1956    :  1957 


1958    :  1959 


Breeding  cattle: 

Mexico  

Venezuela  

Canada  

Dominican  Republic. 
Riilippine  Republic. 

Guatemala,  

El  Salvador  

Costa  Rica  

Ecuador  

Peru  

Nicaragua. . • •  

Argentina  

Cuba  

Panazna  ••••• 

Turkey  .•.» 

Honduras  

Israel  •  *• 

Japan  


Head 

3,^5^ 
2,766 
952 

313 

6k 

161 

125 
194 
1U3 

69 
99 
61 

1,023 
78 

"^3 

7U5 
106 


Head 

2,957 
1,718 
6k6 
ho 
6^ 
202 
28 
359 
95 
2i^5 
76 
3,976 
Ikk 

22 

v20 


Head 
8,47^ 
5,638 
1,836 
850 
368 
366 
151 
13^ 
101 

93 
82 

71 

50 
50 
kQ 
38 
8 
8 


:  20 

37 

126 

109 

37 

6 

:  3 

2k 

55 

6 

:  2,2^+1 

^,793 

761 

16 

55 

6 

:  172 

2kk 

17^^ 

108 

40 

1 

:  3Qk 

368 

609 

1,008 

323 

562 

Total  breeding 

18,947 

:  13,216 

2i^,505 

24,239 

37,029 

23,904 

Other  cattle: 

:  2,637 

5,189 

9,095 

k,6ok 

1,085 

31,470 

:  1,61^0 

5,028 

3,119 

2,156 

558 

292 

:  537 

179 

407 

156 

35 

20 

Total  other 

i  h,Qlk 

10,396 

12,621 

6,916 

1,678 

31,782 

:  18,030 

35,901 

36,860 

43,945 

25,582 

50,729 
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The  rise  in  cattle  exports  resiilted  from  Isirge  shipments  of  slaughter 
cattle  to  Canada.    A  few  thousand  head  of  U.S.  beef  slaughter  cattle  normally 
move  into  Canada  during  the  fall  and  winter  months  when  the  supply  of  high 
quality  domestic  animals  does  not  fill  Canadian  demand.    During  the  last  h 
months  of  1959^  "the  flow  was  iinprece dented.    The  movement  was  caused  "by 
several  imusual  factors,  including  rising  prices  for  slaughter  steers  in 
Toronto,  a  5  percent  premium  on  the  Canadian  dollar,  and  a  decline  of  almost 
100,000  head  in  the  number  of  fed  Canadian  cattle  moving  onto  the  market. 
Because  of  expectation  of  higher  marketings  and  lower  slaughter  cattle  prices 
in  Canada,  these  shipments  from  the  United  States  are  ex5)ected  to  be  lower  in 
i960. 

In  contrast  to  slaughter  cattle,  U.S.  exports  of  breeding  cattle  in 
1959  were  below  the  1958  level.    Most  U.S.  breeding  cattle  exports  go  to 
Canada  and  Latin  America.    Despite  the  extensive  5-year  cattle  developnent 
program  which  Venezuela  began  in  1958^  U.S.  cattle  shipments  to  that  country 
declined  last  year.    Heavy  purchases  of  Brahman  breeding  cattle  in  the  United 
States  for  export  during  the  last  2  years  tended  to  strengthen  U.S.  prices. 
This  is  believed  to  be  the  primary  cause  of  the  shaarp  drop  in  breeding  cattle 
exports  to  Venezuela  duiring  the  second  half  of  1959 •    However,  Venezuela  is 
expected  to  continue  as  an  important  market . 

Mexico  is  another  large  importer  of  U.S.  cattle.      A  $5  million  loan  to 
Mexico  from  the  Export-Import  Bank  for  the  purchase  of  breeding  cattle  is 
expected  to  encourage  exports  during  I960.    Exports  to  Colombia  are  also 
likely  to  increase  this  year.    In  1959^  Colombia  removed  its  ban  on  imports 
of  breeding  animals  which  had  been  in  effect  since  1957^  and  substantially 
reduced  cattle  import  duties.    Prior  to  the  ban,  Colombia  was  an  important 


TABLE  3.— HOGS:    U.S.  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
average  1951-55 ^  and  annioal  1955-59 


Co\intry 
of  destination 

:  Average  : 
:  1951-55  : 

1955 

:  1956  : 

1957  : 

1958 

;  1959  1/ 

:      Head  : 

Head  ; 

Head  : 

Head  : 

Head 

;  Head 

:  8i^0 

1,972 

5,971 

1,256 

25 

8,28J^ 

:  8 

12 

2,8l4 

1,55^^ 

190 

3,285 

2k 

55 

33^ 

83 

:  1 

11 

k 

67 

Dominican  Republic . . . 

:  71 

168 

'ko 

133 

53 

^5 

:  367 

l,h6o 

51^7 

239 

7^ 

8 

:  62 

168 

69 

55 

98 

:  522 

598 

790 

60k 

129 

950 

1,871 

^378 

10,255 

3,907 

907 

12,722 

1/  Preliminary, 
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TABIE  1+. —SHEEP  AND  IAMBS:    U.S.  exports  by  country  of  destination, 

average  1951-55,  and  annual  1955-59 


Country 
of  destination 


Canada.  

Mexico.   •• 

Ecuador. . .•  

Guatemala  

Peru  

Dominican  Republic... 
Other  countries  

Ototal  


Average 
1951-55 


1955 


1956 


1957 


1958 


1959  1/ 


Head  : 

Head 

,    Head  j 

Hesid  ; 

Head  : 

Head 

6,964 

21,  H8 
4,3^1 

18,110 
Uo,978 

32,886 
1,1+92 

15,960 

20,3^9 

8,165 

1,135 

1,131 
136 

199 

502 

537 

202 

18 

20 

126 

3 

118 

ikQ 

260 

5 

159 

2 

10 

106 

300 

795 

723 

187 

178 

15,796    26,113     6o,i+lo     36,029    17,^87  21,912 


1/  Preliminary. 


market  for  U.S.  beef  breeding  cattle,  importing  nearly  5,000  head  in  both 
I95U  and  1955.    The  outlook  for  cattle  shipnents  to  Honduras  brightened 
considerably  when  the  Export-Import  Bank  of  Washington  and  the  National 
Develojment  Bank  of  Honduras  agreed  in  1959  on  a  $600,000  loan  to  be  u^ed  to 
financt.:  the  purchase  of  purebred  U.S.  cattle. 

U.J.  nog  exports  rose  to  over  12,000  head  in  1959,  ih  times  I958 
exports.    Almost  all  of  this  rise  was  due  to  heavy  exports  to  Mexico  and 
Venezuela,.    Increased  exports  to  Venezuela  reflected  the  5 -year  swine  devel- 
ounent  program  initiated  there  in  1958.    As  this  program  is  scheduled  to 
continue  for  k  more  years,  hog  exports  to  Venezuela  are  expected  to  remain 
relatively  high.    Venezuela  has  banned  imports  of  Canadian  hogs  because  of 
fear  of  atrophic  rhinitis. 

On  February  8,  I960,  the  Canadian  Government  annomced  the  removal  of 
its  7-I/2  year  embargo  on  the  importation  of  hogs  and  fresh  pork  produced  in 
the  l&iited  States,  following  the  eradication  of  vesicular  exanthema  in  the 
United  States.    Hie  removal  of  this  ban  on  U.S.  hogs  could  result  in 
substantial  shipments  to  Canada  during  i960. 

Sheep  and  lamb  exports  during  1959,  at  22,000  head,  were  25  percent 
above  I958.    Exports  to  Canada,  where  strong  domestic  demand  and  slack 
marketings  kept  prices  relatively  higher  than  in  the  lAiited  States,  accounted 
for  almost  all  of  this  increase.    The  elimination  of  the  Colombian  ban  on 
irrrported  breeding  animals,  plus  a  government -sponsored  project  now  xmder  way 
in  Colombia  to  increase  sheep  numbers,  could  significantly  increase  exports 
to  that  country  during  the  next  few  years. 
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Imports. — Impoirts  of  cattle  dropped  28  percent  below  I958  to  709*000 
head  in  1959.    Inshipnents  from  Canada  dropped  from  663,000  head  to  354,000, 
or  kj  percent.    Reduced  demand  for  imported  feeder  cattle  in  the  Iftiited 
States  during  1959        rising  Canadian  prices  caused  a  significant  drop  in 
U.S.  feeder  cattle  inrpoirts.    The  high  price  of  Canadian  fed  cattle  relative 
to  the  U.S.  price  also  resulted  in  a  viirtual  halt  of  slaughter  cattle  ship- 
ments to  the  Iftiited  States  during  the  last  quarter  of  1959* 

Canadian  cattle  numbers  rose  sharply  during  1959  "to  10.5  million-head 
by  the  end  of  the  year,  a  new  record.    Although  this  indicates  a  greater 
supply  of  Canadian  cattle  for  export  to  the  United  States  during  i960, 
rapidly  rising  U.S.  cattle  numbers  and  increased  slaughter  will  probably 
reduce  the  U.S.  demand  for  imported  cattle.    While  the  final  result  will  be 
determined  by  relative  cattle  prices  in  both  countries,  the  present  outlook 
is  for  continued  imports  of  feeder  cattle  from  Canada  during  i960,  IDmports 
of  slaughter  cattle  from  Canada  will  probably  be  below  1959  because  of 
expected  increased  U.S.  marketings  of  finished  cattle  and  growing  Canadian 
demand  for  beef. 

Cattle  inrports  from  Mexico  also  dropped  off  from  the  record  reached  in 
1958.    Improved  pasture  conditions  have  encouraged  Mexican  ranchers  to  hold 
back  animals  from  markets  to  restock  their  pastures.    In  addition,  continued 
advances  in  Mexican  living  standards  have  increased  domestic  Mexican  demand 
for  beef.    The  high  prices  resulting  from  these  factors  caused  the  Msxican 
Government  to  increase  export  taxes  on  cattle  during  1959  "to  protect  the 
domestic  consumer.    Exports  have  generally  stayed  below  quota  limits. 
Increased  Mexican  export  taxes  were  probably  instirumental  in  producing  a 
sharp  drop  in  Ifexican  exports  last  year,    Iftiless  drought  causes  Jfexican 
ranchers  to  cut  back  their  herds  and  increase  marketings,  these  higher  prices 
and  taxes, coupled  with  reduced  U.S.  demand  for  imported  animals,  are  expected 
to  reduce  Mexican  exports  of  feeder  cattle  in  I960, 


TABIE  5.— LIVESTOCK:    U.S.  imports,  average  1951-55, 

annual  1958-59 


Classification 


Average 
1951-55 


1955  : 

1956  : 

1957  : 
• 

1958  : 

1959  1/ 

Head  ; 

Head  : 

Head  : 

Head  ; 

;  Head 

311^,377 
6,588 
7,61+0 

159,359 
382 

3,158 

727,853 
7I+6 

17,832 

1,152,1+07 
9,09^ 
39,769 

708, t55 
2,367 
75,521 

2lf,623 

21+,  012 

25,633 

30,562 

2l+,282 

Cattle  o 

Hogs  2/3/  

Sheep  3/  

Horses  and  other 
equines  3/ • • • • 


Head 

195,616 

12,319 
I+,921 

25,M+3 


i/  Preliminary, 

g/  Calculated  at  200  poxmds  per  animal. 

2/  Excludes  breeding  hogs,  sheep,  and  asses, 


TABI£  6.~CATTI£:    U.S.  imports,  total,  and  from  Canada  and  Mexico,  1958-59 


700  pounds  and 

over 

Yeax  and  : 

Cows  for  ; 

origin  : 

dairy  ' 
purposes  \ 

Other 

Total 

Head  : 

Head 

Head 

Total:  : 

298,920 

1948....  : 

81^,275 

214,645 

19lf-9....  : 

1+9,061 

194,916 

243,977 

1950....  : 

1+6,591 

173,000 

219,591 

1951....  : 

35,626 

117,479 

153,105 
54,958 

1952....  : 

7,017 

47,941 

1953. ...  • 

22,009 
17,633 

48, 320 
46,798 

70,329 
64,431 

I95I+....  : 

1955.... 

26,676 

73,696 

100,372 
38,402 

1956.... 

2U,  36I+ 

14,038 

1957.... 

19,31+2 

230,272 
311,724 

249, 6l4 

1958. .. . 

20,81+1 

332,565 

1959.... 

16,600 

135,956 

152,556 

Canada: 

I9I18  1/. 

84,275 

214, 645 

298,920 

191+9. ... 

1+9,061 

194,916 

243,977 

1950.... 

46,591 

173,000 
117,455 

219,591 

1951... . 

35,600 
4,636 

153,055 

1952  2/. 

4,244 

8,880 
44,742 

1953  i/. 

21,811 
.  17,633 

22,931 

1951+  

46,798 

64,431 

1955. . . . 

:  25,252 

17,543 

42,795 

1956.... 

:  22,678 

2,914 

25,592 

1957.... 

:  18,857 

186,036 

204,893 

1953.... 

:  19,586 

230,025 

249,611 

1959. . . . 

:  14,998 

90,259 

105,257 

Mexico : 

1952  hi . 

':  2,381 

43,617 

45,998 

1953  ij  • 

:  175 

25,364 

25,539 

1951+  

1955.... 

:  1,424 

56,153 

57,577 

1956.... 

:  1,684 

11,124 
44,236 

12,808 

1957.... 

:  480 

44,716 

1958 — 

:  1,255 

80,589 

81,844 

1959... • 

:  1,597 

45,697 

47,294 

Dutiable  cattle 


Under  700  pounds 


Under 

200 
pounds 


Head 

23,571 
41,535 
38,985 
15,609 
810 
4,000 
2,872 
3,795 
4,419 
18, 400 
16,811 
31,775 

23,571 
41,535 
38,985 
15,609 
7l4 
3,515 
2,872 
3,256 
3,571 
10,486 
13,580 
30,738 


485 

539 
848 
7,914 
3,231 
1,037 


200  to 

699 
pounds 


Head 

96,335 
126,614 

179,709 
51,107 
82,280 
102,831 
3,377 
191,849 
97,984 
434,901 
776,837 
503,725 

96,335 
,126,614 

179,709 
51,103 

968 


Total 


Total 
dutiable 
cattle 


3,377 
2,218 
1,390 
151,059 
373,671 
186, 630 

81,185 
101,901 

189,631 
96,594 
283, 842 
403,l66 
317,095 


Head 

119,906 

168,149 
218,694 
66,716 
83,090 
106,831 
6,249 
195,644 
102,403 
453,301 
793,648 
535,500 

119,906 
168,149 
218,691+ 
66,712 
1,682 
4,411 
6,249 
5,474 
4,691 
161, 545 
387,251 
217, 368 

81,281 
102, 386 

190,170 
97,442 
291,756 
406,397 
318,132 


Head 

418,826 
412,126 
438,285 
219,821 
138,048 
177,160 
70,680 
296,016 
140, 805 
702,915 
1,126,213 
688,056 

418,826 
412,126 
438,285 
219,767 

10, 562 

49,153 
70,680 
48,269 

30,553 
366,438 
636,872 
322,625 

127,279 
127,925 

247,747 
110,250 
336,472 
488,241 
365,426 


Total 
cattle 


42,853 
21,332 
22,684 
19,138 
2,413 
21,066 
15,376 
18,361 
18,554 
24,938 
26,194 

20,699 

42,853 
21,332 
22,610 
19,120 
2,222 
20,757 
15,259 
18,334 
18,475 
24,818 
26,145 
20,261 


4 
6 
5 

30 


Head 

461,679 
433,458 
460,969 
238,959 
l4o, 461 
198,226 
86,056 
314,377 
159,359 
727,853 
1,152,407 
708,755 

461,679 
433,458 
460,895 
238,887 
12,784 
69,910 
85,939 
66,603 
49,028 
391,256 
663,007 
342,886 

127,279 
127,927 

247,751 
110,256 
336,477 
488,241 
365,456 


1/  Canadian  wartime  controls  on  exports  of  slaughter  and  feeder  cattle  were  removed  on  August  I6,  1948. 
2/  Effective  February  25,  1952,  the  United  States  placed  an  embargo  on  imports  of  live  cattle  from 
Canada,  because  of  an  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease. 

2/  Effective  fferch  1,  1953,  the  United  States  removed  its  embargo  on  imports  of  cattle  from  Canada. 
4/  On  December  27,  1946,  an  embargo  was  placed  on  Imports  of  I^xican  cattle  because  of  an  outbreak  of 
foot-and-mouth  disease.    The  United  States  removed  the  embargo  on  imports  from  I'fexico  on  September  1, 
1952. 

'2J  Effective  May  23,  1953,  the  United  States  imposed  an  embargo  on  imports  from  Nfexico  following  another 
outbreak  of  f oot-and-^nouth  disease.    This  embargo  was  lifted  January  1,  1955. 


Sheep  and  lamb  Inrports  rose  sharply  in  1959  "to  76,000  head,  90  percent 
above  1958«    ^Hie  most  significant  feature  of  the  year  was  the  introduction 
of  trans-Pacific  shipments  of  lambs  from  Australia.    About  ^4-8, 000  head  were 
admitted  (released  from  quarantine)  from  Australia  during  1959.    The  third 
shipaent,  which  arrived  in  San  Diego  in  December,  was  scheduled  for  release 
from  quarantine  in  eaxly  I96O.    Reports  from  Axistralia,  indicate  that  further 
shipoents  are  planned  for  I960.    Sheep  numbers  in  Australia  are  estimated  to 
be  at  record  levels. 
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TABLE  7,— HORSES  AND  OTHER  EQUHtES:    U.S.  imports, 
average  1951-55,  an.^  annual  1955-59 


Classification 

Average 
:  1951-55 

\  1955 

:  1956 

\    1957  : 

• 

1958  \ 

1  1  1  iTi 

1959  1/ 

Horses : 
Breeding : 

;  Head 
;  lol 
!  180 

:  Head 

223 

355 

:  Head 

339 
281 

;    Head  ; 
0)1)1 

457 

Head  : 

305 

462 

Head 

377 
334 

Total  breeding 

:  3^1 

578 

620 

oOl 

o27 

711 

Other: 

Vaiued  under  .IjI'^O 
Valued  over  $150 

:  233 

1  Qi<-2 
208 

2  7SQ 
37^ 

06s 

1,707 

4  8q4 
1,801 

7  60? 

1,350 

2,172 

2,150 

3,133 

4,772 

6,695 

8,952 

Total  horses.. »  : 

2,51^ 

2,728 

3,753 

5,573 

7,522 

9,663 

Miles  and  asses  2/,.»  ; 

1,756 

6,362 

6,163 

1,736 

948 

914 

Slaughter  animals ....  i 

21,173 

15,533 

1^1,096 

18,324 

22,092 

13,705 

Total  horses  : 
and  other  ; 

25,^^3 

21^,623 

24,012 

25,633 

30,562 

24,282 

1/  Preliminary,    2/  Excludes  asses  for  breeding. 


niaports  from  Canada,  -which  had  previously  supplied  almost  all  U.S. 
sheep  and  lamb  imports,  dropped  below  I958  levels  to  about  27,000  head,  due 
to  heavy  marketings  of  U.S.  lambs.      Sheep  numbers  in  Canada  have  been 
increasing  moderately  as  they  have  in  the  IMited  States.    The  Canadian 
Government  bought  some  lamb  carcasses  in  late  1959  "to  support  prices  at  the 
level  of  $19 '55  for  good  grade  slaughter  lambs,  Toronto  basis.    The  support 
program  is  to  continue  permanently  with  some  change  in  the  support  level. 
The  support  price  for  any  yeax  is  based  upon  a  moving  average  of  prices 
received  for  lambs  over  the  past  10  years. 
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